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has yet known. One of the leading ambassadors at 
the Hague Conference told the writer that the Rus- 
sian government ought at once to discharge three 
hundred thousand soldiers, and that, on account of 
Russia's position, this could be done with entire 
safety. He added that, after the Czar's action in 
calling the Conference, this was the logical thing to 
do, and that it would bring about disarmament as 
nothing else could do. If Russia could only see her 
duty in this regard and do it as bravely as she has 
already done a more difficult thing, not only upon 
her, but upon the whole civilized world, now groaning 
and trembling under the deepening darkness of mili- 
tarism, would come a sun-burst of light which would 
irradiate with divine glory the century so soon to 
open upon us. 

Source of the Dreyfus Infamy. 

We had not believed it possible, until a few days 
before the end of the trial, that Dreyfus could be 
again condemned by any court in France. Then it 
became evident that, in spite of the action of the 
Court of Cassation, in spite of the total want of evi- 
dence of guilt, the military tribunal at Rennes had 
determined to throw to the winds all considerations 
of justice, honor and truthfulness, and recondemn 
him. It has been hinted that this outcome was 
merely stage-play, the government having secretly 
arranged with the court for the verdict, with the 
purpose of speedily giving a pardon. If this be 
true, which we do not in the least believe the Wal- 
deck-Rousseau ministry capable of, it would indeed 
prove that France is almost hopelessly corrupt and 
weak. 

The result has filled the whole civilized world 
with amazement and moral indignation ; for nowa- 
days justice is an affair of the world society, and no 
longer of any particular nation or small quarter of 
the world. Day after day all civilized humanity 
watched in the court-martial room at Rennes as if 
each particular individual had been present at the 
trial of a brother or friend. This was not because of 
any personal interest in Dreyfus ; not, we are glad 
to believe, from mere contagion, curiosity and love 
of excitement, though some of this was certainly 
mixed in ; not because of dislike of France and of 
French judicial methods, — but because this outraged 
Jew is a man, a member of the common brotherhood 
of men now consciously felt throughout the world, 
and entitled therefore to the fairness everywhere ex- 
tended, or which it is so strongly felt should be ex- 
tended, to every member of the social body. This 
splendid exhibition of universal public interest in 
right and justice is, amid the confusion, the injustices 
and the aggressions of power of which the world is so 
alarmingly full, a strong proof that the root of prog- 
ress in right and liberty is growing ever deeper and 
stronger. 



The verdict of this great outside court, having in 
its membership the ablest and purest minds of our 
time, has totally acquitted Dreyfus. It has, at the 
same time, condemned his prosecutors and the epau- 
letted jury which rendered the verdict against him. 
It has found them guilty — monstrously, intentionally 
guilty — not only of injustice, but also of the deepest 
and blackest corruption and cowardice. 

With scarcely the same fairness has the whole 
French nation been declared guilty and unworthy. 
The boulevards, music halls and corrupt army circles 
are not the whole of France. Multitudes of French- 
men in every city and country district have felt as 
deeply grieved and outraged at this miscarriage of 
justice as any foreigners. Furthermore, the men 
who have sought out and exposed the corruption and 
set aflame the conscience of the world are French- 
men. No people in the world has a deeper innate 
sense and appreciation of justice and right than the 
French people. If saved from the disease which has 
prostrated her, France will be saved from within, in 
large part, rather than from without. The nation as 
a whole will be rightly condemned only if it finally, 
either through weakness or corruption, submits to 
the verdict of the Rennes court-martial, as we do not 
believe it will do. The discouraging thing about the 
whole affair is that this same public opinion, superbly 
expressing itself on the side of justice, has shown no 
appreciation of the real cause of the corruption and 
the crime. In all the outburst of amazement and 
moral indignation there has been scarcely an allusion 
to anything back of the personalities connected with 
the case. Race hatred has been mentioned, but no- 
body believes that to have played more than a subor- 
dinate part in the drama. Nor is the cause to be 
found in French weakness, fickleness of character, or 
corruptibility, on which foreign critics have harped. 
France is not worse than many other countries in 
these respects, and but little below the very best. 

What then is it that lies at the root of this extra- 
ordinary bit of injustice ? It is nothing less than that 
which in Germany leaves a civilian no redress in a 
contest with a soldier ; which in all the great nations 
of continental Europe is riding rough shod, with its 
conscienceless conscription and taxation, over the 
heads of the common citizens, regardless of their per- 
sonal and famity rights to food, raiment, health and 
comfort ; which is, we fear, in these latter days seri- 
ously threatening the foundations of Anglo-Saxon 
justice and respect for personal and state rights. 
The very nations themselves which have been loudest 
in their condemnation of France and the gross mis- 
carriage of justice at Rennes are, in so far as they 
uphold and support the evil system out of which it 
has sprung, guilty in a measure of the crime against 
Dreyfus. 

France is in the clutches of the tyranny and cor- 
rupting influences of the gigantic militarism of the 
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day. It is with this that she is really struggling. It 
is her great peril that she has allowed the army to so 
exalt itself over the nation that great masses of her 
people shut their eyes, stifle their best convictions 
and cry " Vive FarmSe," utterly forgetful of the 
principles of freedom and justice on which the repub- 
lic is built. The new ministry itself, desirous as it 
is to correct the injustice which has been done, is so 
paralyzed by the dominance of the army that it fears 
to pursue the open way of truth and justice. 

It was this cowering submission of the nation to 
the army, and to the false ideas of safety and honor 
out of which the army has grown, that emboldened 
Esterhazy and Henry and their accomplices — some 
of them possibly among Dreyfus's judges — to sell 
military secrets to German officials, equally base and 
corrupt in the buying. Otherwise they would not 
have dared to give loose reins in that direction to 
their low mercenary spirit — a spirit which always 
grows and thrives where militarism prevails. It is 
this military enslavement of the nation to the army 
which makes possible the pitiable spectacle of a 
naturally great and noble people stooping to such 
depths of iniquity as are found in the Dreyfus in- 
famy — the willingness, rather than displease their 
" idol," to see any number of guilty, dishonorable offi- 
cers go free and the penalty of their accumulated 
crimes borne by one innocent man. 

France may, and probably will, under the mighty 
moral pressure from without and the goading im- 
pulses of justice from within, right up the wrong 
done to Dreyfus. But she has a still graver and 
more difficult duty to perform. She owes it to her- 
self and to the whole civilized world to deliver 
herself from the degrading slavery to which, out of 
pride, vengeance and false conceptions of national 
honor and glory, she has sold herself body and soul. 
If she does not do this, she will sink deeper and 
deeper into moral debasement and ruin. Rectifica- 
tion of the Rennes infamy may give temporary relief 
and strength, but it will give no permanent assurance 
against the recurrence of similar or equally shameful 
occurrences. There is but one way of lasting hope 
for the future. The army must go or France will 
perish. 

But the rest of the civilized world is involved 
here more or less in the same great guilt. If the 
tremendous cry of moral offence and indignation 
which has arisen over the Dreyfus infamy had 
uttered itself with the same clearness and emphasis 
over the everywhere overshadowing deadliness of the 
militarism out of which this frightful episode sprang, 
there would be less doubt of its utter sincerity, and 
more hope of its producing some result really worth 
the breath spent. 

Since the above was written Dreyfus has been par- 
doned. This is for him better than nothing, but it is 



not justice in any real sense. The stigma, however, 
will not rest upon him but upon the government, 
which ought to have insisted that the course of legal 
proceedings should continue until his acquittal was 
complete. The government seems to have adopted 
its course in order to hush up the strife between the 
army and the opposers of injustice. But the cover- 
ing up of guilt and letting an innocent man remain 
under the reproach of treason is a poor basis for peace. 
The army is still master. 



Wars and 
War Rumors. 



Editorial Notes. 

As we go to press the situation in the 
Transvaal dispute has reached a tension 
that cannot last many days. The Boers 
have increased their defences and have everything in 
readiness for the struggle. The fighting spirit is high 
among them. Great Britain is rushing troops to South 
Africa, and making hasty and extensive preparations in 
every direction for war. There is still said to be a hope 
of peace, but if there is it comes from the dread which 
each side has of the awfulness of the pending conflict 
and the uncertainty of the results. The disposition to 
make concessions seems to have ceased. The Orange 
Free State is determined to throw in its lot with the 
South African Republic, and this complicates the situa- 
tion. It seems monstrous that at the very end of the 
century and so soon after the Peace Conference such a 
gloomy and foreboding state of affairs should be possible 
in any'quarter of the globe, and more disheartening still 
that enlightened Great Britain, under a noble peace 
Queen, should have allowed her ambition of empire, ex- 
pressing itself through the grasping perverseness of one 
of her statesmen, to bring her into such an unworthy 
and degrading dilemma. Almost any way out would be 
infinitely more creditable to both sides than to plunge 
with headlong fierceness into the murderous, bloody 
abysm of war. But we fear that the iniquity has gone 
so far that the cup must now be filled up, with what 
result to the world only God knows. 

Meanwhile our own iniquity towards the Philippine 
population still goes on and accumulates. Recruiting 
continues, new regiments of young men are being sent 
over the Pacific to be corrupted, to sicken and die, 
Filipinos are being shot down and their shores desolated, 
the lying and deception of the commander at Manila is 
little diminished, the government refuses to take a single 
step to withdraw from the dishonorable situation, lest, 
forsooth, its "honor" should suffer in the eyes of the 
world, and its " political capital " be diminished at home. 

There is as little prospect as ever that the struggle 
will soon be over. But it is the duty of all friends of 
peace and of American political principles to keep up 



